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February 7, 2016 - 8:00 & 10:30

Transfiguration Sunday
Order of Worship to the Glory of God 

Please stand as able for acts of worship designated with an asterisk  
UMH = the red united Methodist Hymnal | TFWS – the black The Faith We sing book 

“To put it simply: the Holy Spirit bothers us. Because he moves us, he makes us walk, he pushes 
the Church to go forward. And we are like Peter at the Transfiguration: ‘Ah, how wonderful it is 
to be here like this, all together!’ ... But don’t bother us. We want the Holy Spirit to doze off ... 
we want to domesticate the Holy Spirit. And that’s no good. Because he is God, he is that wind 
which comes and goes, and you don’t know where. He is the power of God; he is the one who 
gives us consolation and strength to move forward. But: to move forward! And this bothers us. 
It’s so much nicer to be comfortable.” 

- Pope Francis, Encountering Truth: Meeting God in the Everyday

Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.  
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need. 
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this  
community of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone 
present here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about 
them than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for 
many years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of 
isolated individuals! 

Prelude  8:00 “Be Thou My Vision” L. Shackley
  10:30 “When Morning Gilds the Skies” D. Wood
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*Call to Worship   
Light of light: transfusing & transforming light.
Divine light flooding out the shadows.
Light of love, light of delight.
Light that turns doubters into followers.
It is the same God who at the beginning said:
“Let there be light,”
who has shone in our hearts with an understanding
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The mightiest One of all, God the Eternal,
speaks and summons the whole earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

From God’s holy mountain, God’s light,
the perfection of beauty, shines out.
  

*Hymn of Praise  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” UMH 185
 
Gathering Prayer

Reveal your presence to us this day,
O God of light, love, and glory.
As you did to your servants at the foot of the mountain,
send your Spirit to show us your story.
May the brilliance of your face
illuminate this place
as we dare to proclaim your Word.
and may we, your people, be never unable
to tell all of that we have heard.
This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Anthem 8:00 “Proclaiming Jesus’ Love” arr. James A Firchow
   Five for Hymn 
  10:30 “The Face of Moses Shone” Charles Lee
   Chancel Choir
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director

The Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil 
over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being 
set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading 
of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to 
this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the 
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Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.  And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in 
a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for 
this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning 
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 

Ministry with Young Christians
  (The congregation sings the chorus of  “Jesus Loves Me”  (UMH 191) as the children come forward.)

*Gospel Processional “We Are Singing for Our Lives”
We are a gentle, angry people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
We are a gentle, angry people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.

We are a justice-seeking people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
We are a justice-seeking people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.

We are young and old together, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
We are young and old together, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
   

*Gospel Lesson  Luke 9:28-43a
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 
and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Eli-
jah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with 
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with 
him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what 
he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, 
my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just 
then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the 
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon dashed 
him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and 
gave him back to his father.
And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
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*Gospel Processional “We Are Singing for Our Lives”
We are a land of many colors, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
We are a land of many colors, and we are singing, singing for our lives.

We are a gentle, loving people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.
We are a gentle, loving people, and we are singing, singing for our lives.

Sermon   “Removing the Veil and Really Seeing”          Rev. Tim Berlew

Prayer Hymn  “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 451

The Church at Prayer 

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering our Gifts 

Offertory  8:00 “Andante Tranquillo” Mendelssohn
  10:30 “Proclaiming Jesus’ Love” arr. James A Firchow
   Five for Hymn  
 *Doxology   UMH 94
     *Offertory Prayer

Sacrament of Holy Communion  TFWS 2257

Prayer after Receiving
We have feasted together on the mountaintop.
We come back down with mountain-like faith.
We walk on God’s paths as bright, shining lights.
We live in God’s ways with faith, hope, and love.
We go into the world transformed and renewed!  Amen.

*Closing Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” UMH 384

*Sending Forth                                                

*Benediction
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

*Postlude   
piano/organ: Betty Schripsema
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TRANSFIGURING 
OUR LIVES

This Sunday, we celebrate 
a mountaintop experience 
with Peter, James, and 

John.  They were Jesus’ inner 
circle, and he took them up on a 
mountain that really looked more 
like a hill.  While there, something 
amazing happened.  Jesus had a 
conversation with Moses and Elijah!  
As the conversation began, Jesus 
became a glowing, white figure.  
This was reminiscent of Moses’ 
conversations with God on Mount 
Sinai.  Moses would come down 
from the mountain with his face 
aglow.  It was so spectacular that 
it scared the Israelites.  They asked 
him to wear a veil until his faced 
calmed down.  When Moses and 
Elijah left, Jesus face and clothing 
turned back to normal, but the 
disciples knew they had witnessed 
something special, something 
almost unbelievable, something 
that would be nearly impossible to 
explain to their friends.  Peter was 
so taken by the experience that, in 
all three accounts in the synoptic 
gospels, he suggested they stay 
right there on the mountain and 
build three dwellings:  one for Jesus, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.  
Jesus points out that they are called 
to something.  They come down 
from the mountain, but in Luke’s 
version we read, “They kept silent 
and in those days told no one any 
of the things they had seen.”
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Can you imagine seeing something 
so unbelievable and not telling 
everyone?  Perhaps they thought no 
one would believe them.  Maybe 
they used that experience to fuel 
their work with Jesus and to inspire 
them in the less than mountaintop 
times.  We will never know.

Many of us have had mountaintop 
experiences.  Youth who go to 
church camps or go on mission 
trips often have life-changing 
experiences. Sometimes adults have 
these experiences as well.  When 
we have an experience of God in 
nature or through other people, in a 
way, we glow, just a bit.  Everyday 
life sometimes takes away some 
of the brightness of the glow, but, 
sometimes if we get in the right 
frame of mind, we can relive that 
experience.  We can be reminded 
of the excitement that comes from 
living in God’s presence and doing 
God’s will.

What are the things that transfigure 
you?  The grandeur of the organ 
accompanying a congregation that 
is singing their hearts out (perhaps 
even “singing for their lives”) can 
lift me right out of myself.  In a very 
different experience at the Worship 
Symposium in Grand Rapids last 
week, I was inspired by the singing 
of a psalm.  It definitely was not 
something that has ever occurred 

here at First Church.  The refrain was 
accompanied by drums, guitar, and 
keyboard.  That part has happened 
here, but the verses were done by a 
young rapper in hip-hop style.  The 
translation was contemporary and 
even edgy.  The psalm came to life.

As United Methodists, we talk a 
great deal about transforming the 
world around us. John Wesley 
referred to that as “social holiness.”  
We are called to a life of social 
holiness, but not just that.  We are 
called to “personal holiness” – a 
transfiguring of our very being by 
our encounter with the living God.  
So, I ask the question again, what 
are the things that transfigure your 
life?  Where is God active in your 
life?  How do you practice personal 
holiness?  Wednesday begins 
the season of Lent.  It is a time to 
concentrate on our relationship with 
God.  I pray that you will have a 
transfigurational  Lent!
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THe SeASOn OF LenT
Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, and we begin a whole new Lenten 
cycle.  This year it comes early, so it is still a dark, cold time.  It is 
the perfect time to stay in and have a good look at ourselves.  Many 
of you deal with thorny issues in your lives.  Sometimes, it gets a bit 
thorny having to deal with others.  This year, our Lenten theme will be 
“Life Amidst the Thorns:  Living as Community.”  We will look at sev-
eral of the ways we experience prickly times and how we can meet 
Jesus even among the thorns.

Ash Wednesday is February 10th, and we will have a service at 7:00 
pm in the sanctuary.  We will be reminded that “we are dust and to 
dust we shall return.”  We will also remember the great things God 
has done for us in Jesus, the Christ.  I challenge you to take part in 
the entire Lenten journey, beginning with the Ash Wednesday service.  
Attend worship every Sunday in Lent.  Then, take the final journey 
with Jesus during Holy Week as we experience the Triumphal Entry 
into Jerusalem, the Last Supper, and the Crucifixion.  Then on the third 
day, we celebrate the glorious resurrection:  Easter!

ASH Wed. PAnCAke SUPPeR
We will once again have a pancake supper on Ash Wednesday, 
February 10th, at 5:45 - 6:45 pm in Strom Hall. All are welcome!

SUndAy, FebRUARy 21, 
IS SCOUTInG SUndAy
Any child, youth, or adult who is involved with scouting is encouraged 
to wear their uniform that day to church.

FAITH FORMATIOn
Childrens Faith formation 

• Pre-K - grade 1 continues Sparkhouse Bible Study
• Grades 2-4 continue with Legos Faith Builders
• Tweens- Connect Bible study- “Rewind”

High School help set up for “Souper Bowl”- Strom Hall and collect 
School Supplies in the Great Room. 

THe HIGHLIGHTeR 
First United Methodist Church  February 7, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MARk yOUR CALendAR

Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 10th

Pancake Supper @5:45p 
Children’s Service @6:15p

Adult Service @7p

Fine Arts At First Presents: 
5th House ensemble
Sunday, Feb 14, @3p



Adult Study will finish the study of the beatitudes in Wesley Wing. 
During Lent we will work through Ken Carter’s Near the Cross. Prayer 
nurtures our faith and encourages spiritual growth. This book “calls 
you into a deeper life of prayer during the season of Lent. Based on 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, it explores the connection between the 
cross and prayer in spiritual formation, in service in our identity and 
our life together in Christian community. By coming near the cross 
through prayer, we can know and imitate the heart of Christ.” If you 
would like to purchase a book, it is $8.00. Sign up at the Welcome 
Desk. Pastor Tim will lead the discussions.

UnITed MeTHOdIST WOMen
Thank you to all the ladies that baked all the delicious food and to all 
the wonderful people that bought the goodies.  UMW made $224.00 
to give to the missions. God is good!

SeCOnd SeMeSTeR SCHOOL 
SUPPLy dRIve
First Church has ties to several schools. At this time of the year we 
know that kids have used up crayons, markers, etc. After consulting 
with several members of our congregation who are teachers, we are 
asking for donations of specific items that they can really use. See the 
poster and flyers in the Great Room. Donations will be collected Feb-
ruary 7 and 14 by members of our High School Sunday School class.

SOUPeR-bOWL
Today we will celebrate our “5th Annual Souper Bowl” in Strom Hall 
after the late service. Everyone is invited to come taste soups and 
donate to local food pantries. The Sunday School children have made 
a limited number of ceramic bowls which will be for sale at $15 per 
bowl.   If you would just like to donate to the cause, all donations  
are welcome. This Children’s Mission outreach will send 100% of the 
money raised to local food pantries.

eqUAL exCHAnGe 
We have ordered a small amount of flavored coffee for gift giving. 
We now have Toffee Caramel, French Vanilla and Hazelnut Cream 
available for purchase at $10 per bag. You can support a worthy 
cause and give a great gift at the same time.

Hospitality teaM For

Today

Hospitality teaM For

February 14, 2016

Worship assisTanT (8:00) 
Judy tench

Worship assisTanT (10:30) 
KreW

GreeTers/ushers (8:00) 
santhy and Charlie Krass

ushers (10:30)

Bill Milligan, len Wojciech-
owicz, Gene olson, Frank 
Wilson

GreeTers (10:30)

arlene olson, June Nelson, 
lois Wilson

Welcome desk 
8:00 ethel roberts
10:30

Worship assisTanT (8:00) 
Helen Dahl

Worship assisTanT (10:30) 
Kathie Nelson

GreeTers/ushers (8:00) 
Kathy and Chet Dickow

ushers (10:30)

pam Herr, Dave Herr, Bruce 
Kappeler, Ken abram

GreeTers (10:30)

Helen Beltoya, angie lange

Welcome desk 
8:00 Harriet Wilson
10:30
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SeCOnd 50
Feb 12 - Deadline for reservation for “Legacy 
Five” Christian Concert at the Fireside, Ft. Atkinson.
Feb 17 - Mary Norris, “Story Teller Sampler”

FIne dInInG AT FIRST 
Our Youth Group will have a fundraising event at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 13th, Fine Dining 
with a Silent Auction and Jazz Music, for the Youth 
Group Summer Mission Trip. First, please, donate 
some new or gently used items for silent auction at 
the church office by 3:00 p.m. on February 10th 
(Wed). Second, you can buy the Fine Dining ticket 
in the Great Room on February 7th. The ticket price 
is $15 per person and $25 for a couple. If you 
have some questions, please ask Pastor Kookho.

SWeATeRS FOR dISASTeR 
ReLIeF kITS  
Each year in June we put kits (for infants) together 
to go to Annual conference. Saturday Sisters is will 
coordinate this again. If you knit or crochet, we are 
always in need of sweaters. We do have some do-
nated yarn that is available. There is a pattern at 
the welcome desk. As you make them, drop them 
off in Ellen’s office. Thanks!

OASIS 
would like to invite any family with children to join 
us on Wednesday, February 10, at the Pancake 
Supper at 5:45pm , followed at 6:15 with a special 
children’s imposition of ashes service in the chapel.

PRAyeR bUddIeS
Kids and adults, please remember to pray for each 
other during this Lenten season.

LenTen OUTReACH/FAM-
ILy ACTIvITy
(Suggestion) Staying connected with people in 
our church is a wonderful thing. As a family, each 
week during Lent, have each member of your 

family create or write a letter/greeting card/picture 
to one person on our list of homebound members 
letting that person know that you are thinking 
about him or her and praying for him/her during 
this holy time. You could include a return address 
so the people you reach out to, they may write you 
back. See Ellen if you would like to participate in 
this outreach activity.

Reconciling Committee will sponsor a showing 
of Fish Out of Water Sunday, February 14, after the 
10:30 Service in the Wesley wing. The movie will 
begin between 11:45 and 12 noon. Interweaving 
whimsical animation with enlightening interviews 
from the lesbian and gay community as well as with 
theologians and academics from across the coun-
try,  the film breaks down 7 key Bible passages 
while confronting the debate over translation and 
historical context that affect today’s interpretations 
of the Bible. The movie lasts 60 minutes, and there 
will be time for discussion and questions afterwards. 
Join us as we explore the possibility of becoming a 
reconciling congregation.

ACOLyTeS And 
CROSS beAReRS 
Any child grade 3 and up is eligible to be a cross 
bearer or acolyte. We will hold an orientation/
training on Sunday, February 21, after the 10:30 
service for anyone interested in doing this. We are 
in need of a few more children! See Jessica DeBoer 
or Ronda Coats if you are interested. A 3 month 
schedule will be posted.

Intergenerational Ministry Committee is 
looking for 2 or 3 more people to plan and carry out 
a variety of activities throughout the year. If linking 
all the generations in our church is something you 
are interested in doing, see Ellen or Mary Snyder.
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

7
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

12p soupEr-
BoWl

5p youth Group

8 9
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

10

5:45p pancakE 
suppEr

6:15 childrEn’s 
sErvicE, chapEl

7p adult sErvicE

11

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

12

5:30p  youth 
Group can-
dy-makinG

13

11:30 saturday 
sistErs 

5:30p  finE din-
inG at first

14
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

11:50 fish out 
of WatEr

3p finE arts at 
first prEsEnts: 
5th housE 
EnsEmBlE

15 16
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

7p church 
council

17
sEcond 50

 

18

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

19 20

21
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

acolytE traininG

5p youth Group

22 23
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

24

 

25

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

26 27

28
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

29 1
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

6:30p church & 
sociEty

2
sEcond 50

 

3

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

4 5

ash wednesday
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HAve SOMeTHInG FOR THe  
HIGHLIGHTeR?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THe WeLCOMe deSk? 
 
devOTIOnALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
eqUAL exCHAnGe COFFee
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOd PAnTRy COLLeCTIOn 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHURCH dIReCTORIeS
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPbeLL SOUP LAbeLS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GeneRAL MILLS bOx TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTeR 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPOnSOR A SUndAy bULLeTIn
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

We’re Glad you’re here!  
 

Your attendance at worship is important to us. Please fill out the red “Who’s who 
in the Pew” pad, pass it along to your neighbor, return the pad to its starting point, 
take note of the names of those next to you, and be sure to greet one another af-

ter the service. We have a staffed nursery available during worship services.

919 60th st Kenosha, wi 53140
262.658.3213 | firstumckenosha.org


