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March 13, 2016 - 10:30

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Order of Worship to the Glory of God 

*Please rise, in body or spirit 

UMH = the red United Methodist Hymnal | TFWS – the black The Faith We Sing book 

“Whoever, then, thinks that he understands the Holy Scriptures, or any part of them, but puts such 
an interpretation upon them as does not tend to build up this twofold love of God and our neigh-

bor, does not yet understand them as he ought.” - Augustine of Hippo, On Christian Doctrine

Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.  
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need. 
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this  
community of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone 
present here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about 
them than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for 
many years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of 
isolated individuals! 

Prelude  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Sanborn

*Call to Worship   
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. 
The revelation of God is whole and pulls our lives together. 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
The signposts of God are clear and point out the right road. 
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. 
The life-maps of God are right, showing the way to joy. 
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The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The directions of God are plain and easy on the eyes. 
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
The decisions of God are accurate down to the nth degree. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold.
God’s Word is better than a diamond, better than a diamond 
set between emeralds.
  

*Hymn of Praise  “Deep in the Shadows of the Past” TFWS 2246
   (stanzas 1, 3, & 4)
The Lord’s Prayer  UMH 895

Anthem  “Every Eye Is Different” Daniel Kantor
   Chancel Choir
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director
 

Ev’ry eye is diff’rent, catching diff’rent light 
cast from diff’rent angles, giving us our sight.
Seeing diff’rent colors paints the world we know, 
indistinct or focused, as our eyes will show.

Some see with their fingers, knowing diff’rently 
what those take for granted who use eyes to see.
Even with a scripture we all hold as true, 
each one sees uniquely what it says to do.

How are we to worship when our neighbor’s sight 
seems to be in error, while our own seems right?
Knowing God created ev’ry person’s heart, 
bearing God’s own image is a worthy start.

Ev’ry mind is diff’rent made uniquely good
bearing diff’rent lifetimes, not all understood.  
Giving thanks for diff’rence, seeing gifts in all, 
is not wishful thinging, but a holy call. 
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The Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 40:1-6 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field.

*The Gospel Lesson Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jeru-
salem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Offering our Gifts 

Offertory  “Draw Us to You” Michael Burkhardt 
 
 *Doxology   UMH 95
 *Offertory Prayer

Sermon  “How Jews and Christians Interpret the Bible Differently” Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
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*Closing Hymn “O Word of God Incarnate” UMH 598
  (stanzas 1, 3, & 4)

*Sending Forth                                                

*Benediction
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

*Postlude   
piano/organ: Betty Schripsema
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What do you see first when you look at this 
image?  Some will see two faces and another 
will see some type of vessel.  Who is correct?

Through the ages, our sacred writings have been read 
and interpreted in many ways.  In our time, there are 
those who read scripture in a literal way, others read 
in using metaphor, and the new thought denominations 
apply a more metaphysical approach.  Still others use 
a mixture of all three.  Just as I asked in referring to the 
picture, who is correct?

We live in a society that, increasingly, looks at the world 
in a decisively black and white sort of way.  While there 
may be a book and a movie entitled, Fifty Shades of 
Grey, many try to excise the gray from their world.  
In addition to the “either this or that” with nothing in 
between way of viewing the world, we also live in a 
winner take all system.  Sometimes it seem people would 

rather be right than wrestle with hard questions and take 
the risk of changing or perhaps even growing.

As people approach the reading of scripture, they come 
with many preconceived notions.  Some are based 
in good scholarship and reasonable thinking; others 
are not.  Scripture is rich.  There are many ways of 
approaching it.  In the late 20th century, many new ways 
of understanding the Bible developed.  As the people 
of South America struggled under political regimes that 
oppressed the poor, a way of reading the Bible as a text of 
liberation was developed.  There are womanist/feminist 
approaches to understanding the sacred writings.  The 
black experience has brought on yet different meanings 
for some of our texts.  The LGBT community has also 
weighed in on scholarly interpretation.  In a way, it is like 
looking at the Bible through a prism.  There are many 
different views of the same text, and all have meaning.
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IT’S ALL A 
MATTER OF 
INTERPRETATION

As “people of the Book,” we are called to spend time 
in God’s word.  We are called to study the text itself, 
to discuss it with others, to read what others have said 
about it, and, finally, to wrestle with it in a way that 
brings us closer to God.

Many of us, who are lifelong Christians, have grown up 
hearing the stories of Jesus.  Some are comforting; others 
are confusing; and others make us think.  We have too 
easily allowed our understanding of these stories to stop 
with our childhood Sunday School experiences of them.  
We forget that they are part of a long rabbinic teaching 
tradition.  We lose track of the fact that they are often 
versions of common stories of the day.  We do not allow 
the historical happenings of the day to enter into our 
understanding.

During this season of Lent we are invited into a practice 
of spiritual discipline.  This includes our life of prayer, 

worship, good works, and study of scripture.  I hope 
that, in these remaining few weeks of Lent, you will take 
the time to enter into a time of slow, careful reading of 
scripture.  You do not need to conquer the entire Bible, 
or even a whole book.  Take some time to read, reflect, 
and, if possible, discuss your findings with someone else.  
As with the picture, you may see a vessel, you may see 
faces, and you may see something entirely different!
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FAITH FORMATION
Children’s Faith formation 

• Pre-K - grade 1 continues Sparkhouse Bible Study
• Grades 2-4 continue with Legos Faith Builders
• Tweens - Connect Bible study
• High School join Adult Study after the early service in the Wesley 

Wing.  We will be discussing Ken Carter’s Near the Cross

Adult Study Adult Study begins after the 8am service in the Wesley 
Wing. Pastor Tim is leading us in a study of Ken Carter’s Near the 
Cross, which focuses on Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

**There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, March 27 or the 
Sunday following, April 3.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Book club will meet on Monday, March 14, 
at Springwood restaurant at 12:00.

Mary’s circle will meet on Saturday, March 
19th, at Soup Depot at 9:30 AM.

Tickets for the “Celebrate Life Tea.”  It will be on Sunday, April 24th, 
from two to four o’clock.  Program will be Pastor Tim and we will be 
serving finger foods, coffee, tea and punch.  Cost is $5.00 each.  
Come celebrate with us.

SECOND 50 
March 16 - No meeting. 
April 6 - “Advanced Health Care Directive, Part 1” 
April 20 - “Advance Health Care Directive, Part 2”

3RD ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
will take place on the east lawn near the big tree beginning at 10:30 
on Saturday, March 26. This event is open to the public.

THE HIGHLIGHTER 
First United Methodist Church  March 13, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor Kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Dr Amy-Jill Levine speak-
ing at 10:30 am service 

Today

Fine Arts @ First, Master 
Singers of Milwaukee

Today

3rd Annual Women’s Day 
of Fun & Reflection

Sat., April 30
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HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

TODAY

HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

MARCH 20, 2016

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Tom Ault

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
KREW

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Kathy and Chet Dickow

USHERS (10:30)

Pam/Dave Herr, Bruce/Ken

GREETERS (10:30)

Helen Beltoya, Angie Lange

WELCOME DESK 
8:00 Ethel Roberts
10:30

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Tom Ault

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Shirley Edwards

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Carol Novak, Harriet WIlson

USHERS (10:30)

Sara Reeder, Mike Dawson, 
Scott Nelson

GREETERS (10:30)

Kathy Meyer, Fran Hybert, 
June Pitcher

WELCOME DESK 
8:00 Harriet Wilson
10:30 June Pitcher

RECONCILING COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Greetings to all of you from the Reconciling Committee! We are ap-
proaching the first step in the voting process, which is to take a straw 
poll to determine members’ thoughts and feelings about the welcom-
ing statement we would like to adopt for our church. This polling will 
take place at both services on March 20. There will be a ballot in your 
bulletin for you to read and fill out, then place in the offering plate or 
special collection plates on your way out of the service. The welcom-
ing statement we would like to adopt looks like this:

Convinced that all people are created in the image of the loving God, 
and that “in Christ there is no longer Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for all are one…” First United Methodist Church of 
Kenosha believes that having “open hearts, open minds, open doors” 
means we are called to share God’s welcome with all people. We 
embrace diversity and believe every person is of sacred worth and 
a beloved child of God. We commit ourselves to the hospitality Jesus 
taught by creating a place of safety and spiritual sanctuary for all 
people. We welcome into full participation in the life of this church 
people of every race, ethnicity, age, ability, physical or mental condi-
tion, socioeconomic status, political affiliation, gender identity/trans-
gender, sexual orientation (heterosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual...), 
family structure or marital status. We invite all people into the way of 
Jesus Christ to grow together in Christian faith and go forth into the 
world to serve.

There are copies of the Welcome statement at the Reconciling table 
in the Great Room.

The ballot will ask whether you affirm, oppose, or need more infor-
mation about this process. There will also be room for you to write 
comments or questions, which will be read and answered by the com-
mittee. If the majority of ballots show that our congregation supports 
adopting this welcoming statement, then we will plan on having a 
final vote in April. As always, please feel free to stop by our table in 
the Great Room to chat with us and ask your questions. Thank you to 
everyone for your wonderful comments, questions, and conversations!

LITURGISTS, GREETERS, USHERS, 
WELCOME DESK VOLUNTEERS 
We are in the process of putting out next quarter’s schedule (April-
June). If there is any dates you are not available, please list them on 
the sign up sheet near the Welcome Desk.
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MARCH WESLEYAN 
VALUE: GROWING 
IN HOLINESS 
For John Wesley, the core of the Christian journey 
was a heart totally filled with love there was no 
room for anything else, aka “holiness of the heart 
and life”.  He viewed journey to holiness as a move-
ment toward becoming fully human, like Christ was. 
Deeply personal, it is a transformation of our very 
natures.  He also emphasized that “there is no ho-
liness, but social holiness.” He felt the surrounding 
community of believers plays a role in our journey.  
Wesley believed that we should reach out in love 
to others who were in prison, downtrodden, etc. 
People who did not do this were seen as not re-
newed in holiness.  The whole world was Wesley’s 
parish.  Discipleship in the Wesley tradition is never 
just about the individual, but a call to care for all of 
God’s creation.
As we continue our Lenten journey, we need to look 
around us and ask these questions:
• Who are the overlooked persons in our com-

munity? In what ways are we ministering to the 
lease, the last and the lost?

• What needs are going unmet?
• Where in our community do we need to stand 

against unjust systems?
• What strengths does First Church have to offer?
• What does this call to personal and social holi-

ness mean for us today?
• How can you and this church move beyond 

ourselves to ministry to others?

From “A year with John Wesley and our Methodist 
Values”

WE WELCOME DR. 
AMY-JILL LEVINE
Amy-Jill Levine is University Professor of New Tes-
tament and Jewish Studies, E. Rhodes and Leona 
B. Carpenter Professor of New Testament Studies, 
and Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divin-
ity School and College of Arts and Science; she 

is also Affiliated Professor, Centre for the Study of 
Jewish-Christian Relations, Cambridge UK.  Her 
books include The Misunderstood Jew: The Church 
and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus;  The Meaning 
of the Bible: What the Jewish Scriptures and the 
Christian Old Testament Can Teach Us (co-authored 
with Douglas Knight); The New Testament, Meth-
ods and Meanings(co-authored with Warren Car-
ter), and the thirteen-volume edited Feminist Com-
panions to the New Testament and Early Christian 
Writing.  Her most recent volume is Short Stories 
by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial 
Rabbi. Dr. Levine is also a co-editor of the Jewish 
Annotated New Testament. Holding the B.A. from 
Smith College, and the M.A. and Ph.D. from Duke 
University, she has honorary doctorates from the 
University of Richmond, the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest, the University of South 
Carolina-Upstate, Drury University, Christian Theo-
logical Seminary, and Franklin College. A self-de-
scribed Yankee Jewish feminist, Professor Levine is 
a member of Congregation Sherith Israel, an Ortho-
dox Synagogue in Nashville, although she is often 
quite unorthodox. 

OUR INTERFAITH 
CONNECTIONS
This past Monday evening a group of our congre-
gation members drove to Milwaukee to share din-
ner and conversation with members of the Niagara 
Foundation and the Turkish American Society of 
Wisconsin.  This was the culminating event of the 
course we had on Islam in the late fall.  That course 
was taught by Dr. Fahti Harpcy of the religion de-
partment at Carthage College.  He was also the 
organizer of the event.  It was a wonderful way 
to spend time in conversation with members of the 
Islamic community.  We hope to invite that group 
here to further our dialogue and continue to build 
on the friendships that were newly begun.

PASTORAL CARE
Today on communion Sunday we want to give a 
grateful thank you to Angie Lange for her commu-
nion ministry. She is the saint who prepares the 
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communion kits and places them on the alter so they 
can be blessed  so all our home bound family can 
receive the Holy Sacrament. You are a blessing to 
us all Angie

GRIEF SHARE
Your Journey from Mourning to Joy
Beginning Saturday, April 2nd 10:30AM-Noon in 
the Wesley Wing of First United Methodist Church

The care you need. Information you can trust. Af-
ter the funeral when the cards and flowers have 
stopped coming, most of the people around you 
return to their normal lives but your grief continues 
and you feel alone.

Often friends and family want to help you but don’t 
know how. That’s the reason for Grief Share. Our 
group is led by caring people who have experi-
enced grief and have successfully rebuilt their lives. 
We understand how you feel because we’ve been 
in the same place. We will walk with you on the 
long path through grief toward healing and hope 
for the future.
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3RD ANNUAL WOMEN’S DAY 
OF FUN AND REFLECTION

WELCOMING EVERYONE TO THE TABLE

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

9AM - 3PM

WATCH FOR DETAILS IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS.
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“YESTERDAY, TODAY, RECOMMITTING TO THE FUTURE OF NORTHCOTT”

The 55th Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, April 24, 2016

St. Martin DePorres
128 West Burleigh Street | Milwaukee, WI

Gathering 2:00 PM | Dinner 4:00 pm
Ticket Cost: $40 per person

Please send your check or money order on 
or before Monday, April11th, 2016, to:  

Northcott Neighborhood House
c/o Darlene

2460 North 6th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

(You will not receive a ticket, but must check in on the day of the event)
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2016MARCH
DOWNLOAD CALENDAR INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

FIRSTUMCKENOSHA.ORG 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

13
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

(social MEEtinG)
3p FinE arts at 
First prEsEnts: 
MastEr sinGErs oF 
MilWaukEE

14 15
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rEsoundinG 
Joy rEhEarsal

6p disciplE class-
psalMs

16
sEcond 50

 
7p Missions 
coMMittEE

17

5:30p 5 For hyMn 
6:15p Bond BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

18 19

20

8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

(social MEEtinG)

21 22
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rEsoundinG 
Joy rEhEarsal

6p disciplE class-
psalMs

23

 

24

5:30p 5 For hyMn 
6:15p Bond BElls

7p Worship 
sErvicE

7:15p chancEl 
choir

25

12:30p Worship 
sErvicE

26

27

8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

28 29
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rEsoundinG 
Joy rEhEarsal

6p disciplE class-
psalMs

30

 

31

5:30p 5 For hyMn 
6:15p Bond BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

1 2

3
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

4 5
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalMs

6

 

7

5:30p 5 For 
hyMn 
6:15p Bond BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

8 9
Saturday 
Sisters

PALM SUNDAY MAUNDY THURS GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY
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HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE  
HIGHLIGHTER?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THE WELCOME DESK? 
 
DEVOTIONALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTER 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPONSOR A SUNDAY BULLETIN
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!  
 

Your attendance at worship is important to us. Please fill out the red “Who’s who 
in the Pew” pad, pass it along to your neighbor, return the pad to its starting point, 
take note of the names of those next to you, and be sure to greet one another af-

ter the service. We have a staffed nursery available during worship services.

919 60th St Kenosha, WI 53140
262.658.3213 | Firstumckenosha.org


