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Is Anyone 
PAyIng 

AttentIon?
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April 17, 2016 - 8:00 & 10:30

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Order of Worship to the Glory of God 

*please rise, in body or spirit 
UMH = the red united Methodist hymnal | TFWS – the black the Faith We Sing book 

Quote: “Choice of attention - to pay attention to this and ignore that - is to the inner life what choice 
of action is to the outer. In both cases, [we are] responsible for [our] choice and must accept the 

consequences, whatever they may be.” - W. H. Auden

Today’s worship bulletin is sponsored by Ethel Roberts in memory of Hayman Roberts and in honor 
of Jane Freitag. Their birthdays are April 16th and April 17th respectively. 

Welcome and Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service.
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need.
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this communi-
ty of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone present 
here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about them 
than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for many 
years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of isolated 
individuals!

Prelude  8:00 “Serenade to Spring”  R. Lovland
   David Schripsema, violinist  
  10:30 “Crown Him With Many Crowns” Burkhardt
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*Call to Worship
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed.
The living Lord is my Shepherd,
I shall not want.
Hear what the Good Shepherd says to us as we gather for this celebration:
“A new commandment I give you: that you love one another, even as I have loved you”.
Love is not just a matter of words, but is deeds of justice and mercy.
Let us worship God with a love that grows larger the closer we come to each other,
and which grows more inclusive the closer we come to God.
Praise and thanksgiving be to our God forever and ever! Amen!

*Hymn of Praise “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” UMH 304 
 
Gathering Prayer

Gentle Shepherd, lead us to the green pastures and cool waters in times of 
stress and worry. Lead us to a full table when we feel empty and hollow 
inside.  Lead us to the fullness of the cup of life when we feel drained by the 
world.  Most of all, when the darkness of death lingers as a deep valley with 
no way out, show us the way out by Your light.  Call us by name when we go 
astray so we might remember Your voice. Guide us in all the ways of our life, 
all of our days.  In Your name, Jesus the Christ, the Lamb and the Good Shep-
herd, we pray.  Amen.

Old Testament Lesson Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff— they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord my whole life long. 

Anthem 8:00  “Crown Him With Many Crowns” C. Berry

  10:30  “The lord is My Shepherd” Allen Pote 
   Chancel Choir
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director 
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The New Testament Lesson Acts 9:36-43
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When 
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disci-
ples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us 
without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the 
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other cloth-
ing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he 
knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened 
her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling 
the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and 
many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, 
a tanner.

Ministry with Young Christians
(The congregation sings the chorus of  “Jesus Loves Me”  (UMH 191) as the children come forward.)

*Gospel Procession “Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna”
  (Tune:  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”)

Christ is risen!  Shout hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen!  Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.
Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end.

*The Gospel Lesson John 10:22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said 
to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus 
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear 
my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, 
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”
 

*Gospel Recessional
Christ is risen!  Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim demonic chorus:  “Christ is risen!  Get you gone!”
God the First and Last is with us.  Sing hosanna, everyone!
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Sermon “Is Anyone Paying Attention? Rev. Tim Berlew

Prayer Hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” UMH 474

The Church at Prayer 
Lord, we who live in a world of cities, tall buildings, one way streets, suburbs, 
and gated communities don’t necessarily know what sheep are like or what 
sheepherding entails. Sometimes we do feel like sheep in our world being 
herded by the dos and don’ts, oughts and ought nots, media, and voices we 
don’t even recognize. Sometimes the den of the voices gets so loud we can’t 
even recognize our own voice. Calm and quieten our hearts, our minds and 
our souls to that one small voice: yours. And, in hearing your voice, we hear 
our own voices sing your song of grace to one another. Amen.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Offertory 8:00 “Theme from Sonata Op. 42”  Schubert 
  10:30 “Exultate” Jason King 
   Bell Bond Ringers
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director
 *Doxology   UMH 95
 *Offertory Prayer

Eternal God, you are the great “I Am.” We approach you with humility. Our 
hearts are full of gratitude for the salvation you have won for us in Christ. 
May we find joy as we freely give our prayers and presence, gifts and ser-
vice to support the ministry and mission of the church. Let us be refreshed 
by the water flowing forth from your spring of life to people in our commu-
nity and around the world. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Savior. 
Amen. 

*Closing Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” UMH 327

*Sending Forth

*Benediction
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude 
   piano/organ: Betty Schripsema
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IS ANYONE PAYING 
ATTENTION?

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus has a word for the 
religious leaders: “I have told you, but you don’t 
believe.”  It is as if he is asking, “Where have 

you been all this time?  Haven’t you been listening 
at all?”  Perhaps we shouldn’t be too hard on the 
opposition, though.  We often behave in the same 
manner.  We have an idea of how things are, and 
we have difficulty seeing that we have missed what 
is really happening.
 
Often, we hear how young adults in our world are 
self-absorbed and interested only in what catches 
their attention at the moment.  These “millennials”, 
as they are now identified, do live in a world and 
manner quite different from the culture in which we, 
who are older, were raised.  It is interesting that our 
parents and grandparents had much the same thing 
to say about us.  To those parents who had children 
growing up in the Roaring Twenties, the “flapper” 
era, their children (and more especially, the children 

of others) were living lives of careless dissipation.  I 
suppose it has ever been thus.
 
The first new member I received into the church at 
Memorial UMC in Greenfield was a 20-something 
young adult.  He, like many of his friends, was 
interested in social justice and improving life for 
those who lived on the margins.  With several of 
his friends, he began a “free store,” which collected 
coats, scarves, gloves, and other items useful to those 
living on the streets.  The free store operated out of the 
trunks of their cars, and they gave the items to those 
in need.  A warm coat on the streets of Milwaukee in 
winter is a great thing to have!
 
We have heard that this same generation of people 
wants nothing to do with the church and religion, 
and, if they do, they just want entertainment religion.  
This could not be further from the truth.  Many are 
not part of churches as they currently exist because 
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IS ANYONE PAYING 
ATTENTION?

there is nothing there for them.  They see people in 
church as talking a good line, but not being “in the 
trenches” taking care of the poor.  In other words, we 
in the church are often seen as self-serving hypocrites.  
In terms of worship, or spiritual expression, many of 
these young people value mystery over entertainment.  
What can we do to be the church for our young 
people?
 
These are hard things for some of us to hear because 
the church has met our needs through the years.  
We have a hard time with change, but change is 
happening whether we like it or not.  Here at First 
Church, we have said that we want to create a space 
for young adults to be in ministry.  It is a challenge.  
There is no certain “recipe” to make it happen.  One 
thing we know is that it may look a little different.
 
Jesus told the religious leaders, “I have told you, but 
you don’t believe.”  It is tempting for us to say these 

words to our young adults and youth.  Perhaps they 
get it more than we realize.  We may just need to 
hear those words, “I have told you, but you don’t 
believe.”  In Mark’s gospel, a father asking for 
healing for his son, said, “Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief.”  We do believe, but we also need to see 
what is going on around us.
 
Youth and young adults are doing amazing things 
in the world.  Their energy and passion has helped 
them to dream big.  As we go through change in 
the church and the world, may we also look around, 
see what is happening, and dream large.  You, the 
people of First Church, are doing great things and 
will continue to love God and neighbor.  I can’t wait 
to see what is happening at this church in five years!
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UnITEd METHOdIST WOMEn
UMW Celebrate Life Tea on Sunday, April 24th, from two to four.  
We will be serving finger foods, tea, coffee and punch.  The best part 
is Pastor Tim will be playing the piano for the program,  maybe the 
last time you’ll  get to hear him play.  Tickets are only $5.00. Come 
celebrate life and have a great Sunday afternoon with us.  All moneys 
go to missions. - Shirley Edwards, President

WISCOnSIn VOLUnTEErS 
In MISSIOn
The United Methodist Church created Volunteers in Mission to give 
congregants a short-term mission experience and do work that makes 
communities stronger.  Working together, those on the mission  form 
strong bonds with each other and magnify their faith.  In our region, 
Wisconsin Volunteers in Mission express Christ’s love by helping 
brothers and sisters in the local community, across the nation and 
around the globe through various community projects.  Projects are 
coordinated in various locations and are typically one week in length.  
But there are sometimes opportunities for daily volunteering too.
Putting our faith into action is at the very heart of our Christian calling.  
Through United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, every person in the 
church has the opportunity to serve.  There are even work projects 
for families to volunteer together at United Methodist Camps!  To find 
out more, visit www.wisconsinumc.org  (Outreach and Service/Vol-
unteers in Mission).  
Upcoming work projects this summer include:
Pine Lake Camp, Westfield, WI; Red Cliff Reservation, Bayfield WI; 
UM Children’s Services, Milwaukee; Camp Lucerne, Neshkoro, WI; 
Cass Community Center, Detroit.
Note:  Summer and Fall trips tend to be in Wisconsin; winter trips tend 
to be in southern US locations (2016-17 not yet published).

YOUTH & CHILdrEn 
WOrSHIP HELPErS
Please check your children’s and youth’s schedules and sign up on 
a sign-up sheet for two acolytes and one cross bearer for helping in 
each worship service. You can sign up via an e-mail to Pastor Kookho, 
or directly write on the sign-up sheet, which is in the Great Room. It 

THE HIGHLIGHTEr 
First United Methodist Church  April 17, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor Kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MArK YOUr CALEndAr

Fine Arts at First Presents: 
Frank Almond, violin

Sun., April 17 @3p 

3rd Annual Women’s day 
of Fun & reflection

Sat., April 30
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HospitAlity teAM For

Today

HospitAlity teAM For

aPRIL 24, 2016

WoRshIP assIsTanT (8:00) 
tom Ault

WoRshIP assIsTanT (10:30) 
ruth Walls

GReeTeRs/UsheRs (8:00) 
Harriet Wilson, Carol Novak

UsheRs (10:30) 

sarah reeder, Mike Dawson, 
scott Nelson

GReeTeRs (10:30)

Kathy Meyer, Fran Hybert, Joe 
ripp

WeLcome desk 
8:00
10:30 shirley edwards

WoRshIP assIsTanT (8:00) 
santhy Krass

WoRshIP assIsTanT (10:30) 
Gene olson

GReeTeRs/UsheRs (8:00) 
Bonnie and paul Johnson

UsheRs (10:30) 

Marty Matera, Jennifer Mat-
era, paul Huck, Joe ripp

GReeTeRs (10:30)

shirley edwards, Carol Gam-
mon

WeLcome desk 
8:00
10:30

will be a great experience and a wonderful chance to praise God for 
our young Christians. Please, encourage your kids and youth to help 
in our worship service.

InTErFAITH STUdY WITH 
rAbbI rEMSOn
Rabbi Remson from Beth Hillel is looking to start an interfaith study of 
Amy Jill Levine’s book The Jewish Annotated New Testament. He will 
survey everyone who is interested to pick the day, time and frequency 
of meetings. If you think you may be interested (but not sure), contact 
him at ravremson@sbcglobal.net. Since this is not a First Church class, 
you need to contact him. See the flyer at the Welcome Desk for more 
info.

TAI CHI
We have a wonderful group meeting every Monday morning for Tai 
Chi. We all enjoy getting together, and through simple movement, 
bringing our spiritual life and physical being into better balance. One 
of the best things about Tai Chi is age doesn’t matter. Our oldest 
member is 90 years old, and our youngest is a mere 52! We have 
welcomed four people who do not attend church here and either saw 
our sign out front or heard about it from a friend, but do not despair. 
We still have room for you!  - Pastor Judith

rEMIndEr 
We are taking the final vote on the Welcoming statement, so VOTE 
TODAY!!

COnFIrMAndS TrIP TO 
CHICAGO TEMPLE (APrIL 24)
Our confirmands and Pastor Kookho will visit the Chicago First United 
Methodist Church (Chicago Temple). The Chicago Temple is the most 
symbolic UMC in Chicago and in the Northern Illinois area. Our con-
firmands will learn about some differences and about connectionism 
as we explore the same UMC through joining their worship service. 
After participating in the worship service, we will take a tour of the 
Chicago Temple and have lunch and a tour of downtown Chicago. 
We will not have an evening Youth Group Meeting on April 24 be-
cause of this event.

FAITH FOrMATIOn
Continues today for children and confirmation.
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SECOnd 50 
April 20 - “Advance Health Care Directive, Part 2”

A YEAr W/ JOHn WESLEY 
& OUr METHOdIST VALUES: APrIL
We are created in the image of God. For John Wes-
ley this meant three interrelated dimensions;  the 
natural image which gives us understanding, free-
dom and free will, the political image which is our 
capacity for responsible stewardship and the moral 
image which is love. Because humanity fell into sin, 
we no longer reflect that fullness of love. This, in 
turn, leads to putting ourselves first ahead of God 
and our neighbors, as well as misgoverning cre-
ation and making selfish use of what God intended 
us to care for. For Wesley the essence of salvation 
was restoring the fullness of love and bringing all 
the aspects of our lives back in relationship with 
what God intended. Wesley urged Methodists to 
seek earnestly to be filled with God’s love and find 

him in all kinds of places, scripture, communion, 
prayer, neighbors.  We seek perfection, to be the 
creatures we were created to be. This is a process 
that happens over a period of time. Because we 
are human we will make mistakes, be tempted and 
struggle with life. But we seek a perfection that is 
pure love which expels sin and governs our hearts 
and lives. Christian perfection is NOT perfection-
ism.

In this Easter season, we can focus on how God’s 
grace perfects us in love. Just like butterflies we 
grow and change. Christian life is meant to be 
beautiful and not a set of rigid moralisms. Open-
ing our lives to the Spirit of God enables us to be 
perfected in love, beauty and holiness. In spring 
each year we see a renewal of life and growth. 
How are you growing now? What is your plan for 
religious growth, growth in God’s love for the next 
year? Where will you be a year from  now?

2ND SUNDAY SALVATION 
ARMY FOOD DRIVE

2ND SUNDAY SALVATION 
ARMY FOOD DRIVE

Thank you for your gracious contribution of 227 items last 
drive! Your wonderful gift is always greatly appreciated. 

Items you dontated this 
month for the Salvation 

Army Food drive...

227227

March= 426 items

April

Frank almond, violin
with Beilin Han, piano 

Today @ 3:00 pm15
16
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2016APrIL - MAY
DownloaD calenDar information on our website at 

fIRsTUmckenosha.oRG 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

17
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

3p FinE arts  
prEsEnts: Frank 
almond, Violin

5p youth Group

18

11a tai chi

19
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

7p church 
council

20
sEcond 50
7p sprc

21

5:30p 5 For 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

22 23

24
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

conFirmation to 
chicaGo tEmplE

25

11a tai chi

26
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

27 28

5:30p 5 For 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

29 30
9a annual 
WomEn’s day oF 
Fun & rEFlEc-
tion

1
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

2

11a tai chi

3
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

7p church & 
sociEty

4 5

5:30p 5 For 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

6

6p youth Group 
summEr mission 
trip mEEtinG

7
saturday 
sisters @ the 
buzz

8
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

9

11a tai chi

10
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

11 12

5:30p 5 For 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

13 14

9a youth Group 
sprinG picnic 
to thE chicaGo 
Botanical 
GardEns
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HAVE SOMETHInG FOr THE  
HIGHLIGHTEr?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THE WELCOME dESK? 
 
dEVOTIOnALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
EqUAL ExCHAnGE COFFEE
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOd PAnTrY COLLECTIOn 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHUrCH dIrECTOrIES
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPbELL SOUP LAbELS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GEnErAL MILLS bOx TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTEr 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPOnSOr A SUndAY bULLETIn
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

We’Re GLad yoU’Re heRe!  
 

Your attendance at worship is important to us. Please fill out the red “Who’s who 
in the Pew” pad, pass it along to your neighbor, return the pad to its starting point, 
take note of the names of those next to you, and be sure to greet one another af-

ter the service. We have a staffed nursery available during worship services.

919 60th st Kenosha, wi 53140
262.658.3213 | firstumckenosha.org


