
MAY 15, 2016

The 
Unpredictable
Spirit



2  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 15, 2016 - 8:00 & 10:30

Feast of Pentecost
Confirmation

Order of Worship to the Glory of God 
*Please rise, in body or spirit 

UMH = the red United Methodist Hymnal | TFWS – the black The Faith We Sing book 

Quote: “The early Celtic Christians called the Holy Spirit ‘the wild goose.’ And the reason is they 
knew that you cannot tame him.” John Eldredge

Welcome and Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service.
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need.
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this communi-
ty of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone present 
here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about them 
than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for many 
years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of isolated 
individuals!

Prelude  8:00  “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” Atkinson/Whitman 
    
  10:30  “Krakow Ghetto – Winter ‘41” from Schindler’s List John Williams
   David Schripsema, violin and Tim Berlew, piano
*Call to Worship

God’s Spirit gives us good and varied gifts.  
Praise be to God for the gift of loving one another.
Praise be to God for the ability to serve one another.
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Our lives are enriched by these gifts from God.
Praise be to God that we are bound together 
as one by the Spirit which gives us these gifts.

*Hymn of Praise “O Spirit of the Living God” UMH 539

Gathering Prayer
Gracious God, Living, Eternal Spirit, we thank you that you seek us in tender 
loving care, lest any be lost.  Help us, in the same way, to reach out toward 
those who may feel alienated or excluded from the Christian community.  
Send your Spirit upon us, that when we speak the word of your love, people 
may hear and understand in their own language as on that Pentecost day so 
long ago, for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 The New Testament Lesson Acts 2:1-21 (The Message)
When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there 
was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the 
whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they start-
ed speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. 
When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, 
their own mother tongues being spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life of 
them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come 
we’re hearing them talk in our various mother tongues?
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites;
Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,
    Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
    Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene;
Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes;
Even Cretans and Arabs!
“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!”
 Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and 
forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”
Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”
That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: “Fel-
low Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These 
people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only nine 
o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen:
“In the Last Days,” God says,
“I will pour out my Spirit
    on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,
    also your daughters;
Your young men will see visions,
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    your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes,
    I’ll pour out my Spirit
On those who serve me, men and women both,
    and they’ll prophesy.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above
    and signs on the earth below,
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,
    the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Day of the Lord arrives,
    the Day tremendous and marvelous;
And whoever calls out for help
    to me, God, will be saved.”

Anthem 8:00  “Geto” J. Schrogin
   David Schripsema, violin and Tim Berlew, piano

  10:30  “Somebody’s Knockin’” arr. Sondra Tucker 
   Chancel Choir
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director

The Epistle Lesson                  Romans 8:12-25 (The Message)
So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent. There’s nothing in it 
for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new 
life. God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go!
This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s adventurously 
expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?” God’s Spirit touches our spirits 
and confirms who we really are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and 
children. And we know we are going to get what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! 
We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, 
then we’re certainly going to go through the good times with him!
That’s why I don’t think there’s any comparison between the present hard times and the coming 
good times. The created world itself can hardly wait for what’s coming next. Everything in cre-
ation is being more or less held back. God reins it in until both creation and all the creatures 
are ready and can be released at the same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, 
the joyful anticipation deepens.
All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain throughout the world 
are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within us. The Spirit of God is arous-
ing us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and barren bodies of ours are 
yearning for full deliverance. That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting 
diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what 
is enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our expec-
tancy.

Ministry with Young Christians
(The congregation sings the chorus of  “Jesus Loves Me”  (UMH 191) as the children come forward.)
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*Gospel Procession “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” TFWS 2120
  Stanzas 1 and 2

*The Gospel Lesson   John 14:8-17 (NRSV)
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied. ”Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.
”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.
 

*Gospel Recessional “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” TFWS 2120
  Stanza 4

Sermon “The Unpredictable Spirit” Rev. Tim Berlew

Prayer Hymn “Spirit of God” TFWS 2117

The Church at Prayer
O God, the Holy Spirit, come to us, and among us, come as the wind, and 
cleanse us; come as the fire, and burn; come as the dew, and refresh; convict, 
convert, and consecrate many hearts and lives to our great good and to thy 
greater glory; and this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Service of Confirmation for Mariah Rios and Maxwell Lindquist see booklet 

Offering Our Gifts

Offertory 8:00 “Spirit of the Living God” arr. Carter 
 10:30  “Let All That Hath Breath” Brenda Austin
   Bond Bell Ringers
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 *Doxology   UMH 95
 *Offertory Prayer

God of wind and fire, may new life be breathed into the world because 
of these gifts we return to you.  Grant us enhanced capacity to carry your 
revelation to others in ways they can understand.  We seek to be to one 
another channels of your love and peace, both in person and through the 
outreach of our offerings.  Amen.

*Closing Hymn  “We Know That Christ Is Raised” UMH 610

UNPREDICTABLE WI NDS OF THE SPIRIT
In recent years there have been some major storms 
that defied predictability.  Lately, it seems as though 
there are devastating tornadoes in certain parts of the 
country all the time.  These uncontrollable winds carry 
unbelievably destructive force.  Homes are levelled, 
trees are uprooted, and lives are forever changed.

Imagine the disciples and a few others who were 
in hiding in the Upper Room.  After his resurrection, 
Jesus reappeared to them for 40 days.  In that time, 
he taught them what they needed to know to move 
forward and to build the church.  I can imagine that 
when he came into the room where they were staying, 
the disciples bucked up and gained some courage.  
Yet, every time Jesus left them, they were the same 
unsure people who feared being found by both the 
religious leaders and the Romans.  They were afraid 
that what happened to Jesus might also be their fate.

At the end of the forty days of appearances, Jesus 
took them to a hilltop, and there he ascended to the 
heavens.  The teaching time was over.  Life went 

back to normal.  They returned to cower in the Upper 
Room.  They also prayed there – just as Jesus had 
instructed them.  For nine days, they prayed.  For 
nine days, nothing seemed to change.  How could 
this be a way forward?

Then one day, quite amazingly, the disciples were 
talking to one another.  It was a day that was no 
different from the day before.  Suddenly, the windows 
burst open, the gale force winds came through the 
place, and they saw tongues of fire over each other’s 
heads. They had seen windows blow open before, 
but this was different.  They were different.  They felt 
like they did when Jesus was present with them, but 
there was more to it.  All the things Jesus told them 
that they did not understand in the past came into 
focus for them.  They finally got it.  

Wind can have a destructive force, but it can also be 
exhilarating.  Clearly, the disciples were exhilarated 
as they hit the streets and started the strangest 
conversations of their lives.  People from all over the 
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*Sending Forth

*Benediction
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude 
   piano/organ: Betty Schripsema

UNPREDICTABLE WI NDS OF THE SPIRIT
known world were able to understand them as though 
they were speaking in everyone’s native tongue.  
Peter took advantage of this and told the people of 
God’s extraordinary love for them as evidenced in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

Today, we are here wearing the colors of Pentecost.  
We are waiting for a mighty wind to carry us away 
into action.  We are hoping for a Pentecost experience 
– or are we? When the Holy Spirit is on the loose, 
things get strange. Unpredictable, unbelievable 
things happen.  We live lives that we want to keep 
capped.  We want to be in control.  When we invite 
the Spirit into our midst, we relinquish a certain 
amount of control.  We SAY it is okay to give up 
some of our control – or that it is okay for others to 
give up control.

Today is confirmation day.  Mariah and Max are 
here to remember their baptism, to make a profession 
of faith, and to invite the Holy Spirit to work in them 
in such a way that they become true disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  This is an invitation to disruption.  The Spirit 
is the only thing that may be more unpredictable 
than the weather!  The Holy Spirit is inviting them 
into relationship and will teach them how to live the 
Christian life to the fullest.  The Spirit makes a call 
on each of our lives.  What will the Spirit’s call be 
on Max and Mariah?  We don’t know the specifics, 
but we know that, on this particular day, they are 
being called to be disciples.  Sometimes the call is to 
a place apart, an Upper Room.  Sometimes the call 
is to take to the streets and proclaim God’s love to a 
hurting world.  Other times it is to “Be still and know 
that I am God.”  Whatever the call, may they and 
we be called to become closer and more determined 
followers of Jesus, whichever way the wind and the 
Spirit is blowing.
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BOLIVIA BOUND
Seven members of our congregation will be traveling to Bolivia this 
summer, July 17-30, to visit Bill and Heidi Janecke’s mission activities.  
The trip will cost about $2,000 per person.  If you would like to assist 
with trip expenses, place your donation in the envelope provided in 
today’s Highlighter.  Any amount will very much be appreciated.

TAI CHI
Looking forward to us all getting together Monday, May 16, for our 
Tai Chi. Everybody’s welcome. Pastor Judith

DISCIPLE 1 BIBLE STUDY 
We are looking to hold a Disciple 1 class beginning this fall. This 
is the basic Bible literacy class and requires a several month com-
mitment of time. We meet once a week for 2 hours in the evening. 
We are looking at a Monday or Tuesday night. Dianna Hodges has 
offered to facilitate the group. It is a fun and interesting class. In order 
for the class to run, we must have 8-10  people signed up by mid July. 
There is a sign up sheet at the table near the Welcome Desk. If you 
think you MIGHT be interested, please sign up to let us know.

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENT
Youth Group Parents Meeting will be at Joe Ripp’s house from 
5:00 to 6:30 p.m. today. Joe’s address is “1919 82nd St. Kenosha 
WI 53143”.

FAITH FORMATION
Today, Children will  meet as usual. Next week, we will  have a 
celebration breakfast. May 22 is the last day of Children’s Sunday 
School.
June 5 is Graduation Sunday
Confirmation concludes today.

THE HIGHLIGHTER 
First United Methodist Church  May 15, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor Kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Confirmation
Today

UMW Bake Sale
Today

FAF Presents: The Fine Art 
Jazz Ensemble Jazz for all 

Seasons
Today
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HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

TODAY

HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

MAY 22, 2016

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Helen Dahl

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Confirmation class

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Carol Novak, Harriet Wilson

USHERS (10:30) 

Sara Reeder, Mike Dawson, 
Scott Nelson 

GREETERS (10:30)

Kathy Meyer, Fran Hybert

WELCOME DESK 
8:00
10:30 Sally Huck

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Scott Kappeler

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Mary Snyder

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Bonnie and Paul Johnson

USHERS (10:30) 

Marty Matera, Jennifer Mat-
era, Paul Huck, Joe Ripp

GREETERS (10:30)

Carol Gammon, Joe Ripp

WELCOME DESK 
8:00
10:30 Kathy Meyer

A YEAR WITH  JOHN WESLEY 
AND OUR METHODIST 
VALUES- MAY: GRACE
John Wesley was committed to the principle that we are saved by 
grace alone. However that grace was not a passive grace. Rather, 
it was a grace that enabled us and invited us into a transforming 
relationship with God. “We are to be active recipients, responding 
to God and remaining open to receive all that God offers us.’ “ He 
saw the means of grace as being things we do or say that the holy 
Spirit uses to enable our growth in the Christian life.” Works of piety 
focus on God- prayer, reading/meditating on scripture, communion... 
Works of mercy focus on our neighbor- feeding the poor, visiting sick 
and those in prison, providing education, opposing evils and social 
injustices..... He believed we needed to get to know people and de-
velop relationships though which God could act.

 In this month of May, think about your relationships. Who needs a 
relationship with you? With whom do you need to be in relationship? 
What action are you taking in our world? We are more alike than 
different. As a Facebook post said, “The rightwing and the leftwing 
are part of the same bird”. What would Wesley want us to DO?
For more info see the booklets at the Welcome Desk, but please do 
not take them from church.

CHRISTIAN HOME MONTH - MAY
As we celebrate the home and family during this month, we need to 
focus on how each is called to foster a spirit of hope in the family/
home. Family/home is defined in many different ways; single, mar-
ried, partnered, widowed,  no kids, with kids.  All kinds of media 
inundate us with images of violence, corruption, hate and anger and 
take the joy out of living.  Many live in situations that seem less than 
hopeful.: job loss, addiction, chronic illness, death of a loved one, 
separations.  Think about families who are simpy worn out from bal-
ancing work, church and home responsibilities. We need to be inten-
tional about cultivating a culture of hope.  Take time to do this on a 
regular basis. Make it a habit. An activity sheet with some suggestions 
is at the Welcome Desk. Although it targets families with children, the 
activities are good for people of all ages.
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SECOND 50 
May 18 - “Northwest Passage”, 
Tom Ault presenting.

June 1 - “Dominican Republic Mission 
for Eyecare and Eyecare Issues”, Dr. 
Peter Emer, Optometrist presenting.

June 15 - “Investing in Today’s World”, Gary 
Hueber, Southport Bank presenting.

2ND SUNDAY SALVATION 
ARMY FOOD DRIVE

2ND SUNDAY SALVATION 
ARMY FOOD DRIVE

Thank you for your gracious contribution of 308 items last 
drive! Your wonderful gift is always greatly appreciated. 

Items you dontated this 
month for the Salvation 

Army Food drive...

308308

April= 227 items

May
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UMW BAKE SALE
Today
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CUSH CELEBRATION DINNER
LAST WEEK TO PURCHASE TICKETS!!

Madrigrano Marina Shores - 302 58th Street
Tuesday, May 24

5:30 Social Hour and Silent Auction
6:00 Buffet Dinner

Featured Speaker - Rev. Everett Mitchell

Pastor Tim will be receiving the
Faithful Advocate Award

NEED TICKETS?
Tickets - $40

Please see Mary Dixon after the 8:00am service or
Donna Namath after the 10:30am service”

We will both share ticket selling responsibilities after
our respective services. Thanks much.
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Susan Crawford - Vocals

Tom Meredith - Trumpet
Ken Wiele, Jr. - Trombone
Tim Bell - Clarinet/Alto Sax
Steve Jacob - Tenor Sax

Brian Harris - Piano
Mike Gudbaur  - Bass/
Leader
Paul Griffin - Drums

FINE ARTS JAZZ ENSEMBLE

JAZZ FOR ALL 
SEASONS

SUNDAY
MAY 15
3:00 PM

W W W . F I N E A R T S A T F I R S T . O R G

919 60TH ST  KENOSHA
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2016MAY
DOWNLOAD CALENDAR INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

FIRSTUMCKENOSHA.ORG 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

15
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth Group

16

11a tai chi

17
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

7p trustEEs

18
sEcond 50

7p Mission 
coMMittEE

19

5:30p 5 for 
hyMn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

20 21

22
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

23

11a tai chi

24
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

25

7p financE 
coMMittEE

26

5:30p 5 for 
hyMn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

27 28

29
8a Early 
Worship  
10:30a  latE 
Worship

30 31
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

1
sEcond 50

2

5:30p 5 for 
hyMn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

3 4
11a saturday 
sistErs

5
8a Early 
Worship

10:30a  latE 
Worship

6 7
hiGhliGhtEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
soundinG Joy 
rEhEarsal

7p church & 
sociEty MEEtinG 

8 9

5:30p 5 for 
hyMn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

10 11
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HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE  
HIGHLIGHTER?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THE WELCOME DESK? 
 
DEVOTIONALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTER 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPONSOR A SUNDAY BULLETIN
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

WELCOME 
Convinced that all people are created in the image 
of the loving God, and that “in Christ there is no 
longer Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for all are one…” First United Methodist 
Church of Kenosha believes that having “open 
hearts, open minds, open  doors” means we are 
called to share God’s welcome with all people.  
We embrace diversity and believe every person is 
of sacred worth and a beloved child of God.  We 
commit ourselves to the hospitality Jesus taught by 
creating a place of safety and spiritual sanctuary 
for all people.  We welcome into full participation 

in the life of this church people of every race, 
ethnicity, age, ability, physical or mental condition, 
socioeconomic status, political affiliation, 
gender identity/transgender, sexual orientation 
(heterosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual…), family 
structure or marital status.  We invite all people 
into the way of Jesus Christ to grow together in 
Christian faith and go forth into the world to serve. 

919 60th St Kenosha, WI 53140 
262.658.3213 | Firstumckenosha.org


