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April 24, 2016 - 8:00 & 10:30

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Order of Worship to the Glory of God 

*Please rise, in body or spirit 

UMH = the red United Methodist Hymnal | TFWS – the black The Faith We Sing book 

Quote: “If you obey all the rules you miss all the fun.”  Katharine Hepburn

Welcome and Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service.
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need.
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this communi-
ty of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone present 
here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about them 
than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for many 
years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of isolated 
individuals!

Prelude   “All Creatures of Our God and King”   DeRousse

*Call to Worship
Praise the Lord, all the Earth. 
Praise the one who makes us clean and leads to life. 
Let all praise the Lord whose name alone is exalted. 
Give thanks to the one who makes all things new. 
Today we come to worship the one who brought us a new commandment to love others. 
May we hear afresh what it means to live praising the one who first loved us.
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*Hymn of Praise “Let All Things Now Living” TFWS 2008

Gathering Prayer
Almighty and ever-living God,  increase in us your gift of faith,  that, forsak-
ing what lies behind  and reaching out to that which is before us,  we may 
travel the way of your promise and will,  and so live in your eternal joy;  
through Jesus our Lord.  Amen.   

A New Testament Lesson Acts 11:1-18
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter 
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has 
ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled 
up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction be-
tween them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 
He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Anthem 8:00  “How Great Thou Art”
   Judy and Scott Tench

  10:30  “All Creatures of Our God and King” Hal Hopson 
   Chancel Choir
   Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director 

The New Testament Lesson Revelation 21:1-6
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as 
their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
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from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 
first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.

Ministry with Young Christians
(The congregation sings the chorus of  “Jesus Loves Me”  (UMH 191) as the children come forward.)

*Gospel Procession “Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna”
  (Tune:  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”)

Christ is risen!  Shout hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen!  Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.
Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end.

*The Gospel Lesson   John 13:31-35
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give 
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”
 

*Gospel Recessional
Christ is risen!  Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim demonic chorus:  “Christ is risen!  Get you gone!”
God the First and Last is with us.  Sing hosanna, everyone!

Sermon “Rules for Navigating Heaven” Rev. Tim Berlew

Prayer Hymn “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” UMH 480
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The Church at Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose glory it was to give yourself in love for our sins, and 
whose commandment it was that we love one another as you have loved us, 
help us each day to learn to love as we have been loved, selflessly and forgiv-
ingly, so that all may know we are your disciples.  In the name of Jesus, we 
pray.  Amen.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Offertory 8:00 “Prelude in E Minor” Zipoli 
  10:30 “Exultate” Jason King 
   Youth and Children’s Bells
   Karen Armstrong, director
 *Doxology   UMH 95
 *Offertory Prayer

Gracious God, you offer us abundant life.  
We offer you thanks and praise.  
You sow in us the gift of giving.  
We dedicate these first fruits to you.
Your goodness abounds, your provision is sure.  
To you we offer these gifts of gratitude; 
to you we rededicate our loves and lives.
Amen.

*Closing Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” UMH 384

*Sending Forth

*Benediction
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude 
   piano/organ: Betty Schripsema
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WHAT IN THE WORLD 
IS HEAVEN LIKE?

In this day and age, we have some pretty weird 
notions of what heaven is like.  For some, it is 

disembodied spirits floating about.  For others, there 
are halos and wings.  For others, there are golden 
streets and pearly gates.  While I haven’t been there 
to be able to report back accurately, I would venture 
to guess that none of these views and no combination 
of them really tell us the truth.

The idea that we are disembodied spirits comes from 
a bad reading of Christianity through the lens of the 
Greek philosopher Plato.  At the time of the early 
church, Greek philosophy and logic was employed 
by learned people to explain difficult concepts.  Plato 
subscribed to a type of dualism in which the physical 
is bad and the spiritual is good.  Therefore, only a 
spiritual being could possibly be admitted to God’s 
perfect heaven.  Greek philosophy and Hebrew 
thought could not have been more different on this 
subject.  When God created the physical world, 
God kept proclaiming, “This is good; this is good.”  
If God said the physical is good, how can we want 

to separate it from the spiritual realm?  Besides, in the 
Apostles’ Creed we say, “I believe in the resurrection 
of the body.”  If that is true, then heaven cannot be 
disembodied spirits floating among the clouds.

What, then, can we know of heaven?  In today’s 
reading from Revelation, we hear about the heavenly 
new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.  In the 
reading we hear that God’s home is among mortals 
and that God is with us.  The new Jerusalem is still 
recognizable as Jerusalem.  It is not totally different.  
If that is the case, then this new Jerusalem must be 
a physical place with people and trees and flowers 
and animals and other things we encounter daily.                             

At the same time, it is not just exactly what we have 
now.  We read that there is no more mourning or 
pain.  All tears are to be wiped away.  It is life without 
end in God’s presence where we only experience 
perfect love.  It is a place where all God’s children 
experience welcome and peace.
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WHAT IN THE WORLD 
IS HEAVEN LIKE?

In the early church, the church was seen as a 
foretaste of heaven – a sort of precursor.  We have 
probably all seen churches which seem more like 
the foretaste of the “other place” – places where 
there is bickering and people speaking ill of other 
members.  A colleague of mine was moved a few 
years ago and I saw her at a clergy meeting.  I asked 
her how things were going in her new church.  She 
replied, “These are the meanest people I’ve ever 
seen.”  Clearly, their closing hymn each week was 
not “Kum Ba Ya!”  Now, a few years later, things are 
beginning to change.  

When we are truly being the church – simply loving 
God and one another – it really is a foretaste of what 
is to come.  That kind of church requires work on the 
part of each member.  We all have a stake in making 
919 – 60th Street and the gathered community here 
a little like heaven.  It requires working together, even 
when we do not see what the outcome will be.  It 
is learning to say, “I don’t know exactly where this 
is going, but it is my church.”  Something special 

is happening here at Kenosha First UMC.  We are 
called to continue to the work of making this gem 
sparkle as we are in ministry to one another and the 
world.  Modern Christianity gets muddied because 
of its relationship with the world, but without a 
relationship with the world, we lose the part where 
we are called to love our neighbor.

This week, try to spot glimpses of heaven in the 
natural world, in your families and friends, and in 
the strangers you meet.  Come back next Sunday, 
knowing that you are loved here and we need you to 
love us.  Perhaps a bit of the heavenly new Jerusalem 
will settle down beside you.  Maybe you will even 
have an experience of God that reminds you that 
God’s place is among mere mortals like you and me. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW Celebrate Life Tea on Sunday, April 24th, from two to four.  
We will be serving finger foods, tea, coffee and punch.  The best part 
is Pastor Tim will be playing the piano for the program,  maybe the 
last time you’ll  get to hear him play.  Tickets are only $5.00. Come 
celebrate life and have a great Sunday afternoon with us.  All moneys 
go to missions. - Shirley Edwards, President

EARTH DAY/FOOD SCARCITY/
OUR OWN FUMC GARDEN
Earth Day, first celebrated in 1970 was designated as a day for cel-
ebrating the earth and to raise awareness to preserve Earth’s natural 
resources and protect its species.
Senator Gaylord Nelson from Wisconsin is credited with getting Con-
gress to designate April 22 as national Earth Day.  Not only did 
Nelson want to protect the environment, but he wanted to highlight 
hunger and poverty as well.  Access to healthy, affordable food in 
Kenosha County has sparked dialogue among many groups, and 
many community garden projects have arisen around Kenosha and 
Kenosha County.  Feeding America reports that 9% of all seniors 
and 19% of households with children in the US were food insecure 
in 2014.  
After an initial pilot last year, FUMC will again have a 
small number of raised beds on the 10th Avenue side of 
our property designated for growing food and distribut-
ing to those who need it.  Plans are to get the soil ready 
in early May and plant in Mid-May.  
Do you have expertise that could help?  Do you enjoy working in the 
soil?  Are you interested in helping weed, feed and water vegetables 
this summer?  The FUMC Church & Society task force will publish 
a sign-up sheet and encourage members of the congregation, their 
friends and family members to assist as a tangible way to increase 
access to healthy food in our local community.  Stay tuned for upcom-
ing details.

THE HIGHLIGHTER 
First United Methodist Church  April 24, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor Kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Fine Arts at First Presents: 
Frank Almond, violin

Sun., April 17 @3p 

3rd Annual Women’s Day 
of Fun & Reflection

Sat., April 30
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HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

TODAY

HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

MAY 1, 2016

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Geoff Van Remmen

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Dianna Hodges

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Bonnie and Paul Johnson

USHERS (10:30) 

Marty Matera, Jennifer Mat-
era, Paul Huck, Joe Ripp

GREETERS (10:30)

Shirley Edwards, Carol Gam-
mon

WELCOME DESK 
8:00
10:30

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Santhy Krass

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Gene Olson

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Santhy and Charlie Krass

USHERS (10:30) 

Bill Milligan, Len Wojciech-
owicz, Gene Olson, Frank 
Wilson

GREETERS (10:30)

Arlene Olson, June Nelson, 
Lois Wilson

WELCOME DESK 
8:00 Ethel Roberts
10:30

WE ARE OFFICIALLY A 
WELCOMING CHURCH!  
The Reconciling Committee would like to thank everyone for their par-
ticipation in the process to adopt our Welcoming Statement and be-
come part of the Reconciling Ministries Network. 96% voted in favor 
of the statement.

WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS 
IN MISSION
The United Methodist Church created Volunteers in Mission to give 
congregants a short-term mission experience and do work that makes 
communities stronger.  Working together, those on the mission  form 
strong bonds with each other and magnify their faith.  In our region, 
Wisconsin Volunteers in Mission express Christ’s love by helping 
brothers and sisters in the local community, across the nation and 
around the globe through various community projects.  Projects are 
coordinated in various locations and are typically one week in length.  
But there are sometimes opportunities for daily volunteering too.
Putting our faith into action is at the very heart of our Christian calling.  
Through United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, every person in the 
church has the opportunity to serve.  There are even work projects 
for families to volunteer together at United Methodist Camps!  To find 
out more, visit www.wisconsinumc.org  (Outreach and Service/Vol-
unteers in Mission).  
Upcoming work projects this summer include:
Pine Lake Camp, Westfield, WI; Red Cliff Reservation, Bayfield WI; 
UM Children’s Services, Milwaukee; Camp Lucerne, Neshkoro, WI; 
Cass Community Center, Detroit.
Note:  Summer and Fall trips tend to be in Wisconsin; winter trips tend 
to be in southern US locations (2016-17 not yet published).

YOUTH & CHILDREN 
WORSHIP HELPERS
Please check your children’s and youth’s schedules and sign up on 
a sign-up sheet for two acolytes and one cross bearer for helping in 
each worship service. You can sign up via an e-mail to Pastor Kookho, 
or directly write on the sign-up sheet, which is in the Great Room. It 
will be a great experience and a wonderful chance to praise God for 
our young Christians. Please, encourage your kids and youth to help 
in our worship service.
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FAITH FORMATION
Children and confirmation meet this week.
Adult Sunday School will begin to review the Na-
tional Geographic series “The Story of God” at 
9:15am. 

SECOND 50 
May 4 - “Protecting Yourself”, Kenosha 
Police Officer Ron Francis

May 18 - “Northwest Passage”, Tom Ault

A YEAR W/ JOHN WESLEY 
& OUR METHODIST VALUES: APRIL
We are created in the image of God. For John Wes-
ley this meant three interrelated dimensions;  the 
natural image which gives us understanding, free-
dom and free will, the political image which is our 
capacity for responsible stewardship and the moral 
image which is love. Because humanity fell into sin, 
we no longer reflect that fullness of love. This, in 
turn, leads to putting ourselves first ahead of God 
and our neighbors, as well as misgoverning cre-
ation and making selfish use of what God intended 
us to care for. For Wesley the essence of salvation 
was restoring the fullness of love and bringing all 
the aspects of our lives back in relationship with 
what God intended. Wesley urged Methodists to 
seek earnestly to be filled with God’s love and find 
him in all kinds of places, scripture, communion, 
prayer, neighbors.  We seek perfection, to be the 
creatures we were created to be. This is a process 
that happens over a period of time. Because we 
are human we will make mistakes, be tempted and 
struggle with life. But we seek a perfection that is 
pure love which expels sin and governs our hearts 
and lives. Christian perfection is NOT perfection-
ism.

In this Easter season, we can focus on how God’s 
grace perfects us in love. Just like butterflies we 
grow and change. Christian life is meant to be 
beautiful and not a set of rigid moralisms. Open-
ing our lives to the Spirit of God enables us to be 
perfected in love, beauty and holiness. In spring 
each year we see a renewal of life and growth. 
How are you growing now? What is your plan for 
religious growth, growth in God’s love for the next 
year? Where will you be a year from  now?
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2016APRIL - MAY
DOWNLOAD CALENDAR INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

FIRSTUMCKENOSHA.ORG 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

24
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

confirmation to 
chicago tEmplE

25

11a tai chi

26
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

27 28

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

29 30
9a annual 
WomEn’s day of 
fun & rEflEc-
tion

1
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth group

2

11a tai chi

3
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

7p church & 
sociEty

4
sEcond 50

5

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

6

6p youth group 
summEr mission 
trip mEEting

7
Saturday 
Sisters @ The 
Buzz

8
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth group

9

11a tai chi

10
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

11 12

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

13 14

9a youth group 
spring picnic 
to thE chicago 
Botanical 
gardEns

15
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

5p youth group

16

11a tai chi

17
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

18
sEcond 50

19

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

20 21
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HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE  
HIGHLIGHTER?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THE WELCOME DESK? 
 
DEVOTIONALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTER 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPONSOR A SUNDAY BULLETIN
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!  
 

Your attendance at worship is important to us. Please fill out the red “Who’s who 
in the Pew” pad, pass it along to your neighbor, return the pad to its starting point, 
take note of the names of those next to you, and be sure to greet one another af-

ter the service. We have a staffed nursery available during worship services.

919 60th St Kenosha, WI 53140
262.658.3213 | Firstumckenosha.org


