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Living Amidst the Thorns:  

WHEN THE WORLD IS AGAINST YOU
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February 21, 2016 - 8:00 & 10:30

Second Sunday in Lent
Order of Worship to the Glory of God 

*Please rise, in body or spirit 

UMH = the red United Methodist Hymnal | TFWS – the black The Faith We Sing book 

“Because they are mean is no reason why I should be. I hate such things, and though I think 
I’ve a right to be hurt, I don’t intend to show it. (Amy March)” - Louisa May Alcott, Little Women

Announcements
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
Thanks be to God.

Joys
We thank God for these blessings.  
Thanks be to God.

Concerns
For these persons and all who are in need. 
Hold your people near, O God.

Forming the Community
As we gather to worship, we form a unique type of community, focused not on ourselves, but 
on the Holy One.  We need to know one another in order to intentionally form this  
community of faith.  Some have known each other for years, and others do not know anyone 
present here.  By asking three or four people a simple question, we come to know more about 
them than we knew when we entered this Sanctuary – even the people we have known for 
many years.  Worshiping as a community is quite different from worshiping as a collection of 
isolated individuals! 

Prelude  8:00 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” DeRousse
 
  10:30 “The Lord Is My Light” Allitsen
   David Schripsema, violin

The Lord is my Light and my salvation
Whom, then shall I fear?
Whom then, shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life
The Lord is the strength of my life
Of whom, then shall I be afraid?
Though an host of men were laid against me
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Yet shall not my heart be afraid
And tho’ there rose up war against me
Yet will I put my trust in Him.
For, in the time of trouble
He shall hide me in His tabernacle
Yea, in the secret places of His dwelling
Shall he hide me and set me up upon a rock of stone.

*Call to Worship   
Put away your hesitation to come before God; 
quiet your fears and anxieties, for God welcomes us.
God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear?
Look to the heavens for inspiration and assurance; 
look around you, for God’s presence is everywhere.
God is the stronghold of our lives; 
of whom shall we be afraid?
Let us watch and wait with our Creator;
let us trust in the one who gives life and hope.
Teach us your ways, O God, and lead us on a level path.
  

*Hymn of Praise  “The God of Abraham Praise” UMH 116

Prayer of Brokenness and Confession
Forgive us, Lord, for we have sinned.
The word burns, Lord.  Let our hearts flame with truth – truth about you, about 
ourselves, about our neighbors:  the truth of how, redeemed by you, we can 
redeem one another; how, freed by you, we can free one another; how, em-
powered by you, we can empower one another.
Forgive us, Lord for we have sinned.
The word burns, Lord.  Let our spirits be filled with light – the very Light of the 
World, the light that shines without blinding, leads without wavering, and 
glows without ceasing.
Forgive us, Lord, for we have sinned.
Let our hands take up the candles of peace – candles whose flame cannot be 
doused; whose tapers cannot be consumed; whose tallow cannot be melted.
Forgive us, Lord, for we have sinned.  Amen.

Words of Forgiveness and Assurance
The word burns in a way that refines.  The dross is separated out, and the gold shines forth.  
Our God is gracious and loving.  Our God stands ready to forgive.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven!  Amen
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The Old Testament Lesson Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so 
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man 
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord 
reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this 
land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said 
to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 
old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying dark-
ness descended upon him.
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 
between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.

Anthem 8:00 “The Lord Is My Light” (see 10:30 prelude for text) Allitsen
   David Schripsema, violin

  10:30 “In Thee Do I Trust, O Lord” Joseph Roff 
   Chancel Choir

Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director 
 
The Epistle Lesson Philippians 3:17-4:1 

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about 
anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 
you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 
and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their 
glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the 
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that 
also enables him to make all things subject to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

Ministry with Young Christians
  (The congregation sings the chorus of  “Jesus Loves Me”  (UMH 191) as the children come forward.)
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*Gospel Processional “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” UMH 269
  (stanzas 1 and 3)

   
*Gospel Lesson  Luke 13:31-35

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomor-
row, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’”

*Gospel Processional “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” UMH 269
  (stanzas 4 and 5)

Sermon                 “Living Amidst the Thorns: When the World Is Against You”       Rev. Tim Berlew

Prayer Hymn  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” TFWS 2112

The Church at Prayer
God of grace, with Jesus, we sometimes feel alone and rejected.  At times, it 
feels as though the whole world is against us.  Still, we know that you are 
always near.  You are light; you are salvation.  Because of you, we have noth-
ing to fear.  Yet, we are still sometimes fearful.  Draw us close to you; keep us 
safe.  For, it is in your name that we pray.  Amen.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering our Gifts 

Offertory  8:00 “Andante Religioso” Burgmuller 
10:30      “Prelude on ‘Ellacombe’” (“I Praise the Mighty Power of God”) arr. Michael Helman 
   Bond Bell Ringers 
 
*Doxology   UMH 95
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 *Offertory Prayer
In the confidence that you will multiply our best efforts, we bring our of-
ferings for the work of your church in the world.  Holy God, it is a joy to 
present our sacrifices, for we are as blessed in our giving as we have been 
in receiving abundant goodness from your hand.  Keep us from seeking to 
build permanent structures that might block spontaneous responses to your 
love.  Amen. 

*Closing Hymn “We Sing to You, O God” TFWS 2001

*Sending Forth                                                

*Benediction
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

*Postlude   
piano/organ: Betty Schripsema
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WHEN THE WORLD 
IS AGAINST YOU

I once worked with a priest 
who liked to say, “Just because 
you are paranoid does not 
mean someone isn’t following 
you.”  There are times in our lives 
when it seems that everyone is 
out to get us.  They are trying 
to cheat us, make us feel bad, 
or abuse us.  Sometimes these 
feelings represent what is truly 
happening around us, and 
sometimes they are something 
we build up in our own minds.  

We carry bad feelings around 
because we feel we cannot 
share them with others, and 
we certainly cannot share 
them with God.  We have lost 
the ability to lament in healthy 
ways.  As we read through the 
Psalms in the Bible, we find 
many that cry out to God in 
great pain.  When Ann Weems, 
a wonderful modern spiritual 
writer, lost her son on his 21st 
birthday in a car accident, she 
was devastated.  The pain was 
so great; she did not know 
where to turn.  Eventually, 
she turned to what she knew:  
writing.  She wrote modern-day 
psalms of lament to express 
her pain.  She structured them 
in the biblical format that lets 

out the pain.  She then asks for 
blessing.  Finally, she celebrates 
her relationship with Almighty 
God.  Have you ever felt like 
this?

Lament Psalm Ten

O God, I can’t stand it!
I pace like a caged animal;

I cry to the point of 
exhaustion; 

my head aches unceasingly; 
my heart feels as though it 

will fall from my chest.
Over and over I scream 

your name, 
but you do not answer . . . 
and you do not come . . . 

and I cannot stand it.

O God, I know your ways 
are not our ways, 

so I do not ask 
for a mighty army 

to rescue me.
I do ask 

that you send lambs 
to save me 

and birds to guard my door.
I do ask

 for your blessing 
so that I might stand again 

against your enemies, 
and take my place once 

more 
in the company of your 

people.

O God, I celebrate our 
covenant!

Nothing can separate me 
from your love!

- Ann Weems

When it seems as though it 
is just you against the world, 
remember the words of St. 
Paul from the 8th chapter 
of Romans:  “For I am 
convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation 
, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 
8:38)
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AMY JILL LEVINE – THE 
ROCK STAR BIBLE SCHOLAR 
AT FIRST CHURCH! 
We have an incredible opportunity here at First Church.  Along with 
Beth Hillel Temple, Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church, and 
Carthage College, we are bringing Amy Jill Levine to Kenosha.  She 
will be speaking at our church during the 10:30 service on March 
13th.

A self-described “Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a predom-
inantly Christian divinity school in the buckle of the Bible Belt,” Dr. 
Levine combines historical-critical rigor, literary-critical sensitivity, and 
a frequent dash of humor in her provoking presentations.  You won’t 
want to miss her speaking at our church on March 13th on the topic, 
“How Jews and Christians Read Scripture Differently.”

FAITH FORMATION
Children’s Faith formation 

• Pre-K - grade 1 continues Sparkhouse Bible Study
• Grades 2-4 continue with Legos Faith Builders
• Tweens - Connect Bible study
• High School join Adult Study after the early service in the Wesley 

Wing.  We will be discussing Ken Carter’s Near the Cross

PASTORAL CARE
Our Children in Ministry to Our Seniors
A big thank you to the children who created flowers and valentines 
for members of our church family. Ellen and the nursery children 
made beautiful glittery heart shaped valentines which brought smiles 
to each person who received one. Sarah Teskowski’s Sunday School 
class made stunning felt flowers that are treasured by our shut in se-
niors. Our children have powerful ministries. A hand made gift or 
a card made by a child is most joyously received by our seniors. 
THANKS KIDS!!

THE HIGHLIGHTER 
First United Methodist Church  February 21, 2016

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 
9am -12pm

Mon, Wed, Thu

1pm-3pm

Contact Information

p. (262) 658.3213 
grow@firstumckenosha.com 

www.firstumckenosha.org

Pastor Tim  

h.  (262) 484.4444 
m. (262) 484.7865 
e.  tim@firstumckenosha.com

Pastor Kookho 

m.  (847) 715.6474 
e.  kookho@firstumckenosha.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Dr Amy-Jill Levine speak-
ing at 10:30 am service 

March 13

Fine Arts @ First, Master 
Singers of Milwaukee
Sunday, March 13 @ 3pm
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SECOND 50
March 2- Mary Norris, “A Story Sampler”

March 16 - Legacy Five, Day Trip to the Fireside in Ft. Atkinson

THANK YOU
Thanks to everyone who donated to the School Supply Drive.  Also, 
thank you to those making sweaters for the layette kits that will go to 
Annual Conference.  You may drop them off at church any time

WISCONSIN VIM
April 24-30,2016
Solomon Community Temple UMC
3295 N. Martin Luther King Dr.
Milwaukee, WI 53212
 
Solomon Community Temple the Food Pantry for the local area.   They 
serve about 90 families twice a week.  Being a small congregation of 
about 50 members, they have a huge mission. They also have some 
health clinics regularly for the local residents and a community meal.
 
Work is needed at the Church and Parsonage ranging from wall and 
ceiling repair, window repair, electrical repair, door installation, toilet 
installation, sink repair, floor repair, landscaping and some scrapping 
and painting.
 
This is an opportunity to stay close to mainline serving and give a 
small church an opportunity to do a more efficient job with their mis-
sion, as well as make the two facilities much better for the occupants.

We will stay at the church on our VIM air mattresses.  If you live in the 
area, you may go home after evening devotions.

It will an easy drive-to trip; there is a parking lot for our vehicles. 

Trip cost $150 for the week or $25/day if you can cannot join us for 
the entire week. There is a 3 day minimum registration required.

Deadline :  March 24, 2016.
Make checks to WAC/VIM Camp.

Co-Leader Kathleen Schneider  
8835 W. Bennington Court, Mequon WI 53097-3441, Phone 262-
242-5982, cell – 262-617-8072;  ksquilts@gmail.com 

 Registrar/Co-leader – Wendy Jabas 
5036 W. Woodland Dr. Brown Deer, WI 53223;
 Phone - 414-354-6648, Cell phone - 414-460-5643;  
wjabas@sbcglobal.net

HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

TODAY

HOSPITALITY TEAM FOR

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00)

Scott Kappeler 
WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
Mary Snyder
GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Carol Novak, Harriett Wilson

USHERS (10:30)

Sara Reeder, Mike Dawson, 
Scott Nelson

GREETERS (10:30)

Kathy Meyer, Fran Hybert, 
June Pitcher

WELCOME DESK 
8:00
10:30 Sally Huck

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (8:00) 
Geoff Van Remmen

WORSHIP ASSISTANT (10:30) 
John Weyer

GREETERS/USHERS (8:00) 
Bonnie & Paul Johnson

USHERS (10:30)

Marty & Jennifer Matera, 
Paul Huck, Joe Ripp

GREETERS (10:30)

Carol Gammon, Joe Ripp

WELCOME DESK 
8:00
10:30 Kathy Meyer
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A YEAR WITH JOHN 
WESLEY AND OUR 
METHODIST VALUES
In February we focus on justifying grace and a call 
for commitment to Christ. “Wesley calls justification 
a relative change, a change in our relationship 
with God. The gap separating us from God has 
been bridged. WE accept this gracious gift through 
faith…” The cross we see in the sanctuary is a stark 
reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice and a call to receive 
God’s justifying grace. As our first commandment 
is to love God, we are also called to love our 
neighbor. Take time during this month to think about 
what this means in the real world. Are you kind? 
What mission work/outreach are you doing these 
days? How are you following Jesus’ example to 
accept people and not reject “the Other”? Do you 
confront injustice and unfairness when you see or 
hear it?
 
There are 2 copies of the book, A Year with John 
Wesley and Our Methodist Values, at the Welcome 
Desk and the 2 articles for this month are only 2 
pages long. Feel free to read them for more infor-
mation. Please do not take the books.

INTERFAITH DINNER
Members of First UMC Kenosha have been invited 
to dinner on Monday, March 7, by the Niagara 
Foundation of Milwaukee and their sister organi-
zation, the Turkish American Society of Wisconsin 
(TASWI) at their center in Greenfield. We will meet 
at 5:30-ish and carpool from church. There are a 
limited number of spots available. The Niagara 
Foundation was organized in 2004 by a group of 
Turkish-American businessmen and educators. They 
envisioned an institution that could bring together 
people from all walks of life in order to celebrate 
diversity in a shared society. They named the orga-
nization after Niagara Falls, where two great lakes 
become more magnificent together than they could 
be separately. They are active in nine Midwestern 
states with 22 branches. There is more information 
with the sign up sheet. If you are interested in join-
ing in this opportunity to dialogue, there is a signup 

sheet at one of the information tables in the Great 
Room. If you have already responded, make sure 
your name is on the list already.  Deadline to sign 
up is February 29 or when we reach 20 people.

EQUAL EXCHANGE 
We have ordered a small amount of flavored cof-
fee for gift giving. We now have Toffee Caramel, 
French Vanilla and Hazelnut Cream available for 
purchase at $10 per bag. You can support a wor-
thy cause and give a great gift at the same time.

COMMUNION
We take communion to members and friends who 
are unable to come to us on Communion Sunday.  
If you would like to serve by being a communion 
steward or if you know a person who would like to 
receive communion, please let us know.
We will have a short meeting and information sheet 
for those serving communion---the date to be an-
nounced.
Also, some our communion sets are missing. If you 
have one please return it to the church so we can 
prepare it for the next communion Sunday.
Judith Christopher

GREETINGS FROM THE 
RECONCILING COMMITTEE
We are grateful for all of you who have come to 
one of our movie showings or stopped by our ta-
ble in the Great Room.  We love talking with you 
and hearing what you have to say!  Our main goal 
is to adopt a welcoming statement for our church 
that includes LGBTQ people.  Many of you have 
commented that we are already a very wecoming 
place, and you are right!  We are doing a very 
good job at hoving open doors for all.  However, 
we need to let the greater community know that we 
are welcoming to ALL people, especially for those 
who might have felt shunned by a church in the 
past.  That’s what it means to be a Reconciling Con-
gregation.  We need to let everyone know that any-
one who walks through our doors is welcome and 
safe. Keep the conversation going, keep coming to 
talk to us at our table, and keep watching The High-
lighter for more information.
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2016FEBRUARY-MARCH
DOWNLOAD CALENDAR INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

FIRSTUMCKENOSHA.ORG 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SaT

21
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

acolytE training

5p youth group

22 23
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

24

 

25

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

26 27

28
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

29 1
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

6:30p church & 
sociEty

2
12p sEcond 50
7p missions 
committEE

 

3

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

4 5

6
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

7 8
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

9

 

10

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

11 12
11a Saturday 
Sisters 

13
8a Early 
Worship

9:15 sunday 
school 
10:30a  latE 
Worship

14 15
highlightEr  
dEadlinE @ 12p

5:15p rE-
sounding Joy 
rEhEarsal

6p disciplE 
class-psalms

16
sEcond 50

 

17

5:30p 5 for 
hymn 
6:15p Bond 
BElls

7:15p chancEl 
choir

18 19
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HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE  
HIGHLIGHTER?
Submissions are due by noon Tuesdays. Write 
out an article or calendar item, or call the 
church office to speak with Shimon, or email 
him at shimon@firstumckenosha.com

WHAT’S AT 
THE WELCOME DESK? 
 
DEVOTIONALS 
Upper Room Daily Devotionals and Disci-
plines are available for purchase. 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE
Many varieties of regular, decaf, and  
flavored coffee, teas and hot cocoa are 
available.  All proceeds benefit the Janecke 
mission in Bolivia. 
 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
Bring your nonperishable food items and 
deposit them in the collection baskets.   
Remember the special SECOND SUNDAY 

COLLECTION each month --- place your food 
items on the table on the east wall.  The food 
is donated to the Salvation Army food pantry. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
Please call the office with any corrections.

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
The logo and UPC code should be clipped 
and brought in for submission. Place in con-
tainer on table by welcome desk. 
 
GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS
Place in container on table by welcome desk.
Proceeds benefit Brass Elementary School. 
 
HIGHLIGHTER 
In case you miss a Sunday, back issues of the 
Highlighter (Weekly News) are available.

SPONSOR A SUNDAY BULLETIN
Would you like to honor someone or cele-
brate a special occasion?  For just $5.00 you 
can sponsor a bulletin.  Pick up a form at the 
Welcome Desk.

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!  
 

Your attendance at worship is important to us. Please fill out the red “Who’s who 
in the Pew” pad, pass it along to your neighbor, return the pad to its starting point, 
take note of the names of those next to you, and be sure to greet one another af-

ter the service. We have a staffed nursery available during worship services.

919 60th St Kenosha, WI 53140
262.658.3213 | Firstumckenosha.org


